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Village +Day: 2

As dawn broke, the morning sun shined into the village through broken dark cligs
A few dogs and a group of chickens paced around the family compound lookirf
their first bites. Sin and heiamily begins chopping vegetables and meats
preparation for the Buddhist ceremony, Sang Katean, (a blessing of a new soul)
Davik. The blessing is for a nirgearold girl whom people in this village once believed hg
already lost herfe to a heart defect.

The food preparation lasts all morning lonlust before the ceremony starts, the crowd swell < ,
DERXW RQH KXQGUHG ,WIV DOQORWKHU KXJH JDWKHULRQJ QGHU WK

5 Buddhist monks and an acha (priest) arrive. As thel inéd the hut, an old woman asks nffe
DERXW 'D Y-héap sSurBepytp@cedureds  WHU WHOOLQJ KHU WKH ZK
Nis Samnang Nas (This girl is very lucky). Right away she asks if it is possible to see th¢

WKLUG 1RZ ORWV RI SHRSOH VXUURXQG KHU«DOO|ZD
hidden beneath her shirt. As always, Davik is proud to reveal her tradeBlaekilashes
her sweet sifte at me and then turns to the crowd, pulling her shirt down sloWwhe old
ZRPDQYV ILQJHUV UHDFK ASX¥§Y fivgérs WvdwreXdforvlykdemishwelre,D
KHDU ZKLVSHULQJ ZRUGV IORDW W¥ey (Grandmotret}-DTNA
(Grardfather)-- OHXO 7KQH\ &KDR ORRBRNBRMD QHWD W D3k H\
Nas (I am so happy!Pel Klas Yey kut tha Chao Min Mok Ving Te (At one point, | thou

\RXTG QHYHU F RHeBhdwRaRdHell ‘event lasts about five minutes undergbe ¢
WHQW LQ IURQW RI 'DYLNTV KXW MXVW LQ WLPH W

Everybody presses their two palms and bring them close to their chest as the mon
the ceremony. Davik makes her way through the crowd to be next to her mothes
sitting in front of the monks.The monks start to chant. The head monk blesses

'DYLN 6LQ DQG WKH FURZG E\ VSODVKLQJ KRO
The ceremony concludes after the monks are fed.

The afternoon is humid. An oxcart cgang a few kids passes by the village. A fe
PLOQXWHYVY ODWHU D EXV UROOV XS WKH VDPH G
compound. A group of educators and students from Cal State University
Beach and other schools, come out with suésasThey are led by Alex Morales, §
professor from CSULB, and have just spent 5 hours on the bumpy road from
Reap. Everybody is tired and hungry and exhausted. Even so, their visit is @
surprise to the villagers and the air is electric. Téibe first time ever that a grouy
of barangs (westerners) have come to this place.

Davik spots Alex and his group and runs to greet them. She leads them undSim ‘
large canopy. Some of teachers and students begin to feel the stifling heat b€
the phstic covering. There is no breeze. The air has become hot and sticky.

Note: Alex Morales met Davik and Sin a number of times in Long Beach. He|and
his wife invited both daughter and mother to a fundraiser at their beautiful home in
Whittier, Califomia that they organized to support Hearts Without Boundaries.

7KH VWXGHQWY DQG WHDFKHUV RSHQ WKH ILUMW VXLWFDVH , WV
RSHQ D VHFRQG VXLW mor&ddoks., WATySund-vioMaih @icKsLy

ERRN WR VKR ZAWIleke BodKR 218 in the Khmer language. They h$/e
EHHQ WUDQVODWHG IURP WKH VDPH (QJOLVK
words are quickly translated to the crowd. Their excitement grows.
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The children wait eagerly for their giftavik and Cavin help pass out the book#} !
until none are left. The children compare the books amongst themselves, |8
looking at the others. Then come the pens and pencils. The children rush fofwes 2
DQG JUDE DV PDQ\ DV WKH\ FDQ 7KH Qa greap day\W K Hf&S D ‘ (?L
has been for this village! E =2

Through translation, the children thank and thank Alex Morales and his group. | It is
late in the afternoon as the group boards the-dushour ride on a dusty, bumpy
road awaiting them.

Before they leave, KHDU RQH RI WKH PRWKHUV VD\ LQ|D VRIW YRLFH 3, 41
VRPH ULFH WRR ~

To be continued

A final note: during this last trip | visited a number of poor and sick children. Sgme
of them may be good candidates for the medical emergency sungéry U.S.
This October | will travel with the samecardac team from UC San Diego
sponsored byhe 9DULHW\ &KL O G UH Q fapair mdtedda tefe®ikR [KHO S
Cambodiarchildren atthe Angkor Hospital for Children in Seam Reapast year
WKH\ UHSDLUHG & KhdDGtheH@y W KKOHVD )W Fikckavardd
Davik Teng. | will keep you informed




