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My blogs
Click
http://blogs.dailynews.com/click
or
http://insidesocal.com/click
The CTRL Freak
http://thectrlfreak.blogspot.com
This Old Mac
http://thisoldmac.blogspot.com
This Old PC
http://thisoldpc.blogspot.com
Come on Feel the Nuys
http://insidesocal.com/feelthenuys
2,000 Days in the Valley
http://valleydays.blogspot.com

http://blogs.dailynews.com/click
http://insidesocal.com/click
http://thectrlfreak.blogspot.com/
http://thisoldmac.blogspot.com/
http://thisoldpc.blogspot.com/
http://insidesocal.com/feelthenuys
http://valleydays.blogspot.com/


The Tech Talk column

Saturdays in the Los Angeles Daily 
News on the Business page



Experiential journalism

⇒ That's a fancy way of saying “write what you 
know”
 
⇒ My early inspiration: Jerry Pournelle's column 
in Byte magazine in the 1980s
 
⇒ Perfect for the more personal medium of 
blogging



Los Angeles Daily News

http://dailynews.com:
Main newspaper site (runs with custom CMS)
 
http://blogs.dailynews.com/click (and 
about a hundred other blogs): Movable Type



And now for 
something 

completely different



Proprietary software:
the model

⇒ Companies large and small create applications and 
operating systems

 
⇒ You pay

⇒ Closed source
(You can't modify, fix or fork it)

⇒ You pay again (and again ...)

⇒ You borrow (or steal) it



Proprietary software: examples

⇒ Microsoft Windows, Office, Internet Explorer 
...
⇒ Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, Flash ... 
⇒ Apple iTunes, iLife, iWork
⇒ Mac OS X (based on open-source but closed 
per license)



Do you really want to 
pay for all that 
software?
(is it even worth it)



How good do you 
feel about stealing 
it?



There is 
another way



Open-source software:
the model
⇒ Freedom (both free and freely available)

⇒ Source code available

⇒ Can be packaged and sold (or given away) – no lock-in

⇒ Can sell support and services

⇒ Anybody can modify (fix, tweak or fork)

⇒ Opportunity to give back – community

⇒ Portability (compile for any purpose)



Start with the system you have 
now:

Free, open-source (FOSS) apps for your current 
platform

“Super apps”: Run them in Windows, Linux/Unix 
and often in Mac OS, too

Use them in the OS you do know, then use them as a 
bridge to the OSes you don't know.



OpenOffice
openoffice.org

⇒ Microsoft Office replacement

⇒ (text document, spreadsheet, database, 
presentation, drawing)

⇒ Open Document Format or MS file formats

⇒ Support for Microsoft's .docx format (version 3.1)



OpenOffice 3.0

⇒ First release with native Macintosh port

⇒ Runs in Unix/Linux and Windows

⇒ Remember – it's free



Lighter office alternatives

⇒ Abiword: word processor
Up-to-date for Linux/Unix and Windows
Less so for Macintosh

⇒ Gnumeric: spreadsheet
Linux/Unix
 



Do you really need
a word processor

⇒ Consider a text editor
Linux/Unix has many dozen FOSS editors.
I'm partial to Geany (also available for Windows, but 
with problems).

⇒ My favorite FOSS editor for Windows:
Notepad++

⇒ My favorite FOSS editor for Mac OS: Still 
looking



The Mozilla project

Some of the most successful FOSS ever:

⇒ Firefox
⇒ Thunderbird
⇒ Seamonkey
⇒ Songbird (new)



Pidgin

⇒ Multiplatform FOSS instant-messaging 
application brings together:

AIM, Yahoo, Google, MSN, IRC, MySpace

Plus a half-dozen I've never heard of



The GIMP

⇒ Image editing: Not quite Photoshop (but very, 
very good)

⇒ My favorite image editor remains: IrfanView in 
Windows (freeware, not FOSS)
http://irfanview.com (don't forget to get the 
plugins)

http://irfanview.com/


Making the leap to Linux

First: Read. Then read more.

Lxer.com
Distrowatch.com
The forums and/or mailing lists of your favorite 
Linux distribution (or BSD project).
Your new favorite blogs and Web sites (use the 
above sites to find them)



Linux books

When it comes to computer-related books, 
newer is almost always better

Beginning Ubuntu Linux” by Keir Thomas and Jamie Sicam
“Ubuntu for Non-Geeks” by Rickford Grant
Anything by Mark G. Sobell, including “A Practical Guide to 
Ubuntu Linux”
“Linux Cookbook” by Michael Stutz
“The Linux Cookbook” by Carla Schroder



Making or buying
bootable discs

To start, you can order bootable Linux, BSD and 
Solaris CDs very cheaply:

⇒ osdisc.com

(and many others)



Make your own bootable discs

 Get a stack of CD-R and/or DVD-R discs
Download some (often huge) .iso files

Software:
 ISO Recorder for Windows
http://isorecorder.alexfeinman.com
 Nero
 Apple Disk Utility
 Native utilities in every Linux and BSD system



Start with live CDs

⇒ Try Linux without commitment or risk
⇒ Save your files and configuration in your Windows 
partition (or a USB flash drive)

Puppy Linux
http://puppylinux.com

Damn Small Linux
http://damnsmalllinux.org

Knoppix
http://www.knoppix.net

http://puppylinux.com/


Live CDs for traditional install

⇒ Ubuntu: http://ubuntu.com
(get a free disc at https://shipit.ubuntu.com)

⇒ Fedora: http://fedoraproject.org
⇒ OpenSUSE: http://opensuse.org
⇒ PCLinuxOS: http://pclinuxos.com
⇒ Mandriva: http://mandriva.com/en/download/free
⇒ Zenwalk: http://zenwalk.org
⇒ Wolvix: http://wolvix.org

http://ubuntu.com/
https://shipit.ubuntu.com/
http://fedoraproject.org/
http://pclinuxos.com/
http://zenwalk.org/


Big distros, not live CD

⇒ Debian: http://debian.org
⇒ Slackware: http://slackware.com
⇒ CentOS (Red Hat clone): http://centos.org



Advantages of a “major” Linux 
distribution

⇒ Security team
⇒ Potentially huge software repository
⇒ Lots of users = lots of help



Fit the OS to your hardware

⇒ Even a 233 Mhz processor will work for some 
distros
⇒ More memory is always better
⇒ 64 MB: minimum for a GUI
⇒ 256 MB: minimum for big GUI
⇒ 512 MB: somewhat comfortable
⇒ 1 GB: comfortable

⇒ Try to max out the memory on your PC



Before you get in too deep

⇒ Develop a backup strategy
External USB drive, second internal drive, 
writable CDs or DVDs, home file or backup 
server, third-party service (JungleDisk)
⇒ Use backup software
rsync or your favorite app; I mostly use rsync



Learn how to partition a drive

Partition with a live CD before you install, 
preferably using gparted:

⇒ Puppy Linux
⇒ Knoppix
⇒ Parted Magic (http://partedmagic.com)
⇒ Gparted Live (http://gparted.sourceforge.net/livecd.
php)



My favorite partitioning layout

I do it this way for maximum flexibility:

First partition -- hda1 (primary): swap, generally 
512 MB

Second partition -- hda2 (primary): root (aka /) 5 
to 20 GB

Third partition hda3 (or 4) -- (extended): 
whatever's left



The /home partition

⇒ Fourth partition -- hda4 (or 5): logical (in hda 3 
or 4) /home

 This way you can use a live CD to run gparted 
and shrink the root partition or 
secondary/extended partition to allow for more 
apps or more user files

 Add just about as many logical partitions as you 
would ever need



Partitioning for Linux:
The way I see it

hda5

hda1

swap

hda2

root (aka /)

hda 4

/home



Get to know your hardware

⇒ Before you commit to a Linux distribution 
or BSD project, try between 3 and 10 to see 
how well you and your hardware likes them.

⇒ We're still in hobbyist territory



What is BSD anyway, and why 
should I care?

⇒ Developed from the Berkeley Software 
Distribution
⇒ Separate from Linux
⇒ Project vs. distro
⇒ Different license
⇒ Kernel + “userland” + packages + ports
⇒ Extensive, up-to-date documentation



FreeBSD

http://freebsd.org
Speed on the server

Large number of packages and ports
FreeBSD Handbook (huge!)

PC-BSD: http://pcbsd.org
DesktopBSD: http://desktopbsd.org

Great BSD book: “Absolute FreeBSD,” 
second edition, by Michael W. Lucas

http://freebsd.org/
http://pcbsd.org/
http://desktopbsd.org/


NetBSD

http://netbsd.org
Portability: over 2 dozen architectures

Correctness of code
Large number of packages and ports

Excellent documentation

http://netbsd.org/


OpenBSD

http://openbsd.org
http://undeadly.net (??)

Based on NetBSD
Security and cryptography

Correctness of code
Portability: About a dozen architectures
Large number of packages and ports

Excellent documentation

http://openbsd.org/
http://undeadly.net/


DragonFlyBSD

http//dragonflybsd.org
http://www.shiningsilence.com/dbsdlog/

Based on FreeBSD
i386/x86_64 only

Uses NetBSD packages
HAMMER filesystem

http://www.shiningsilence.com/dbsdlog/


What are you comfortable with?

At all times, do what's right for you, your 
work/play and your hardware

And don't forget to make multiple backups!!



Why yes, I do eat my own dog food

This presentation was created in OpenOffice 
2.4's Impress

It can be saved in Open Document Format, 
Microsoft's PowerPoint format, or exported as a 
PDF. This version was ported to Google Docs.

Operating system: OpenBSD 4.4
Hardware: Toshiba Satellite 1100-S101

1.3 GHz Celeron processor
768 MB RAM



From OpenBSD back to Linux

When OpenBSD 4.5 proved less than optimal 
for my Toshiba laptop (basically the display 

wouldn't work), I tested a few other projects and 
distributions.

I've been running:
Ubuntu 8.04 LTS since May 2009 (and have 

written many blog posts about it).


