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LA PUENTE CITY COUNCIL ANNOUNCES THE RETIREMENT OF CITY MANAGER CAROL COWLEY 

At the urging of a united Council, Cowley agrees to stay until December 31, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact:  James M. Casso


August 13, 2008







    213-626-2906

La Puente Mayor Louie Lujan and the members of the City Council announced today that City Manager Carol Cowley has decided to retire effective September 30, 2008.  At the urging of the entire Council, from October 1 through December 31, Cowley will continue to lead the City as a consultant.  In that capacity, she will continue her duties as City Manager and take on the important task of assisting the Council in finding a successor.

“I’m ready to retire,” said Cowley.  “I have worked for nearly 25 years in city government and the time has come for me to enjoy life and pursue other interests.  Since 2002, I have truly enjoyed working in La Puente.  This is a wonderful community filled with kind, hard working people.  It is a great place to have concluded my career,” said Cowley. 

“I look forward to traveling abroad and spending more time with my daughter,” Cowley said.  Cowley also mentioned that she is exploring opportunities in the private sector that would permit her to consult with cities and other public agencies. 

The Council appointed Cowley as City Clerk in January 2002.  She was elevated to City Manager in January 2007.  

During her tenure as City Manager, Cowley has overseen the renovation of the Community Center, the re-construction of the Youth Learning Activities Center, the Community Development Commission’s efforts to redevelop the former La Puente Lanes site and the vacant property next to Ed Butts Ford and she has restored the espirit de corps among City employees.

“Carol has been a valuable member of our team,” said Mayor Lujan.  She has made noteworthy contributions to the well-being of La Puente and she has helped kick start a number of important projects.  She will be missed,” stated Lujan.

“As City Manager, Carol has guided La Puente through some very difficult times.  During her tenure, she has put together an exceptional staff which will carry on her ‘can do’ attitude.  Ultimately, their work will be her lasting legacy.  I wish her well in her retirement,” said Mayor Pro Tem Dan Holloway.

“I was sorry to learn of Carol’s decision to retire,” said Councilwoman Lola Storing.  “Two years ago, when she took over as City Manager, I thought she’d do a great job.  During her tenure, she has proven me right over and over again.  I’m glad I had the opportunity to work with her,” concluded Storing.

“Carol was the right City Manager at the right time for La Puente,” stated Councilman John Solis.  Even though she has served for less than two years as City Manager, she has provided the City a career’s worth of effort and accomplishment.  I am pleased that she agreed to help us with the transition,” said Solis.

“Perhaps Carol’s greatest accomplishment has been the positive working environment she has created among City employees,” Councilwoman Nadia Mendoza said.  “Our employees truly enjoy working for the City and they truly enjoy working with Carol.  She will be missed by the Council, the community and our employees.  I appreciate Carol’s leadership and wish her well in her retirement, said Mendoza.

The Council was officially informed of Cowley’s decision to retire during last night’s meeting.  At an upcoming meeting, the Council will consider an agreement that will permit Cowley to stay on through December 31.  
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